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Covid-19: 'Why did he not eat for 48 hours?' - father wants LIVE | Parliament, ANC pay tribute to

. . . MP Martha Mmola who died of Covid-19
answers after son dleS in hospltal EXPLAINER | When will the lockdown in

SA end? We ask historians

hews24 Sesona Nggakamba
@ @ @ Cyril Ramaphosa | There is a silver

lining in the Covid-19 crisis

Body found floating close to harbour in
Cape Town

LIVE | State capture inquiry: Agrizzi
driven by hate, played to political
gallery - Mokonyane

Shonisani Lethole, 35, died at Tembisa Hospital after being admitted with breathing
difficulties.

He was tested for Covid-19, but died without receiving his results.

His family is appalled by the alleged mistreatment at the hospital and have questioned
why the results took so long.

"Why did my son not eat for 48 hours? He called me to ask for food, why?"

These are the words of a heartbroken father whose son died at the Tembisa Hospital in
Ekhuruleni on Monday.

Shonisani Lethole, 35, was admitted after experiencing breathing problems two weeks

ago.

His father, Albert, who had transported him to the doctor after he rang him complaining
about difficulty with his breathing, told News24 they had received poor treatment from the

first healthcare facility they went to before he was admitted at Tembisa Hospital. Newsletters news
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Shonisani himself then video called his family on the Saturday, informing them that he had
been taken out of the casualty section and placed in a ward. Podcasts

PODCAST | THE STORY:
Schools under pressure as
SA's Covid-19 pandemic
gains momentum

When the family then tried reaching him again later on the Saturday, he didn't answer his 18 Jul

WATCH | This Eastern Cape hospital is running out of sanitiser at its doors, say staff

phone.
Lethole said they then contacted the hospital again and were informed he was on oxygen.

"At 16:00 on Saturday they (hospital staff) call me saying | must come and collect
Shonisani's clothes. | was shaking because if they were saying | must collect clothes, it
meant something else. When | get there, they say Shonisani is recovering."

'Cause of death is coronavirus'

He was not allowed to see his son and was asked to take Shonisani's clothes because

they were apparently dirty.

When the family enquired about Shonisani on Sunday, they were told he was still

recovering. On Monday morning, they were informed Shonisani had died.
Lethole said they were informed that the "cause of death is coronavirus".
But the father is questioning why the results were only returned after his son had died.

READ | Gauteng needs to learn prevention strategies from Western Cape as Covid-19
peak looms - Health Forum

"The answers | need from the department is why my son did not eat and why was | only
showed the results after he died - and why did the nurse tell me about the cause of death
without any paper in the hand to show them.

"Why did my son not eat for 48 hours? He called me to ask for food, why?"
Lethole also claims his son was not assisted when he needed to go to the toilet.

Health department getting all the facts

Gauteng health department spokesperson Kwara Kekana said it had been made aware of CURRENCIES
the allegations against the hospital.

ZAR/USD 16.55 (+0.78)
She said after the matter was brought to the attention of MEC Bandile Masuku's office, it
was referred to the hospital's chief executive. ZAR/GBP 20.92 (+0.37)
"The department will ascertain all facts surrounding the incident with the quality assurance ZAR/EUR 18.93 (+0.67)
team, and a detailed report will be provided to the family," Kekana said. ZAR/AUD 162 (+0.40)
The family is planning to bury Shonisani in Limpopo next Friday.

ZAR/JPY 016 (+0.47)

READ HERE | Poor treatment of healthcare workers compromises system - Oxfam Al JSE data delayed by at least 15 minutes JCMINGSTR

report
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Shonisani fell ill.

Describing his son, Lethole said he was a quiet and loving person who had never given

him any problems. He said even his neighbours were saddened by his passing.

More videos
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"He was a good guy and loved children and his friends."

Stay healthy and entertained during the national lockdown. Sign up for our Lockdown
Living newsletter. Sign up and manage your newsletters in the new News24 app by

clicking on the Profile tab

Related Links

‘A colleague and patriot' - Eastern Cape dept spokesperson dies of Covid-19

Covid-19: 'It'll be overcrowded in hospitals' - Gauteng MEC predicts 300 000 cases by
end of August

Covid-19: 'She had so much life' - Daughter wants answers from Cape Town hospital after

mom's death

® ® e

READ MORE ON:

Paid Content

FEEL GOOD | Johannesburg
suburb residents donate

'trikes' and uniforms to
Sk

News24 wants your Feel
Good stories!

11 Nov 2019

WATCH | Food for thought:
School bakery helps feed
hungry pupils with
nutritious...

17 Jul

Editorial Complaints | Tip-Offs | Press Code
Advertise on News | Jobs at 24.com | About us

© 2020 (1.0.20202.2) 24.com. All rights reserved.
Terms and Conditions

Contact Us

Follow:

GlOIC)


https://pro24.everlytic.net/public/forms/h/is3ynwMa6wDhLPoz/ZmZlOThhMjJhNGQyOTliYmU1ODBkOTM0MWRlZTBkNGIxYjA0YWQ2Yg==
https://www.news24.com/=
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.news24.com%2Fnews24%2FSouthAfrica%2FNews%2Fcovid-19-why-did-he-not-eat-for-48-hours-father-wants-answers-after-son-dies-in-hospital-20200702
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?via=news24&text=Covid-19%3A+%27Why+did+he+not+eat+for+48+hours%3F%27+-+father+wants+answers+after+son+dies+in+hospital&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.news24.com%2Fnews24%2FSouthAfrica%2FNews%2Fcovid-19-why-did-he-not-eat-for-48-hours-father-wants-answers-after-son-dies-in-hospital-20200702
mailto:?subject=Covid-19:%20%27Why%20did%20he%20not%20eat%20for%2048%20hours?%27%20-%20father%20wants%20answers%20after%20son%20dies%20in%20hospital&body=Covid-19:%20%27Why%20did%20he%20not%20eat%20for%2048%20hours?%27%20-%20father%20wants%20answers%20after%20son%20dies%20in%20hospital%0A%0Ahttps://www.news24.com/news24/SouthAfrica/News/covid-19-why-did-he-not-eat-for-48-hours-father-wants-answers-after-son-dies-in-hospital-20200702
https://www.news24.com/Tags/Companies/tembisa%20hospital
https://www.news24.com/Tags/People/shonisani%20lethole
https://www.news24.com/Tags/People/bandile%20masuku
https://www.news24.com/Tags/Places/johannesburg
https://www.news24.com/Tags/Topics/coronavirus
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/a-colleague-and-patriot-eastern-cape-dept-spokesperson-dies-of-covid-19-20200623
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/covid-19-itll-be-overcrowded-in-hospitals-gauteng-mec-predicts-300-000-cases-by-end-of-august-20200702
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/covid-19-she-had-so-much-life-daughter-wants-answers-from-cape-town-hospital-after-moms-death-20200702
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/feel_good
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/feel_good
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/news24-breaking-news-first/id310970460
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.news24.ui.core&hl=en_za
https://www.24.com/static/privacypolicy.htm
mailto:feedback@news24.com
https://www.facebook.com/news24
https://twitter.com/news24
https://www.instagram.com/news24/
https://www.iabsa.net/
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/feel-good-johannesburg-suburb-residents-donate-trikes-and-uniforms-to-waste-reclaimers-20200718
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/feel_good/news24-wants-your-feel-good-stories-20191111
https://www.news24.com/news24/video/southafrica/news/watch-food-for-thought-school-bakery-helps-feed-hungry-pupils-with-nutritious-magic-muffins-20200717
mailto:%20george.claassen@media24.com
mailto:%20tips@news24.com
https://www.news24.com/about/press-code-20180917
http://www.thespacestation.co.za/portfolio/news24/
https://media24.simplify.hr/
https://www.news24.com/news24/about/about-us-20200520-8
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.news24.com/auth/signup?returnUrl=https://www.news24.com/news24/SouthAfrica/News/covid-19-why-did-he-not-eat-for-48-hours-father-wants-answers-after-son-dies-in-hospital-20200702
https://www.news24.com/auth/signin?returnUrl=https://www.news24.com/news24/SouthAfrica/News/covid-19-why-did-he-not-eat-for-48-hours-father-wants-answers-after-son-dies-in-hospital-20200702
https://www.news24.com/news24
https://www.olx.co.za/?invite=%20news24-za_news24-footer&utm_source=news24-za&utm_%20medium=free&utm_content=%20news24_footer&utm_%20campaign=news24-footer
https://www.property24.com/
https://www.careers24.com/
https://superbalist.com/
https://www.autotrader.co.za/

Nuwe Wet Betaal Duisende As U Suid Afrikaans Is En U

Rande Aan Suid Afrikaanse Kwalifiseer, Sal Hierdie Wet U
Burgers Duisende Betaal
trafficonlinemarketing trafficonlinemarketing

5 Dating sites where you will Ringing Ears? When Tinnitus

be successful at Won't Stop, Try This (Watch)
Top 5 Dating ZA www.your-health-today.com
More from

j— 1 4

Johannesburg: Read This
Before Buying Car Insurance

Experts In Money Insurance

Don’t wait, invest R3800 in
Stocks and earn weekly with a
certified platform

Smart Investors

Pastor’s car scam worth half a million Yoni steaming - yay or nay?

rand

Court reserves judgment Sweet and sticky mustard
on tobacco ban appeal chicken

Paid content

o
o0

[ 5}

ANC warned it will lose
votes over reinstatement...


https://www.thamlok.com/dsp-visit/1e038114-c179-4ac5-bf2b-4aafbe1a3f4c?oty=KOaQOJfY7N2I2WjJBF1bvwel9m_kFhS2cU0wHHt1MazoajlZO4kECjcRpFFbIe0VLWZAIXl6Nxvq5deCCgC4PJrCPCManw1JN9r0dTXeVLs3wcv3nSCN0W-Lll2sjDR0PGNMrtATLceDSsAj7sSIaX9B_xS3bND4Nja6IAs6sq-VfIS5ptFQXKRRypNgBKloqqJV4nrQBHaPJ7T5yP1eZU16o9yI1zBOJsYD5LiJszVObrS2QiUjNPD7VmOSIPvTMAxLNmzRWZ7kkm31N0aYoHBsfjZoC73MpOuk-M-WHh_4GCwfpuxnEHQRrW3dukqJigRzu9bpdtLBHD7uEz4Q7Y8Xd8QcaNoWtn_8c2WHfROXzixXMNEpxjzSwXfX9sJ2Gi3nCP_P_IX3AHUZZRTksC0tVduvLBwDnx0Hicia_CjETietXxAEA8cUsvbQkc934xbBw9sJdZNL0v-avXxezB0DZuIfrXOZcrQ3lDQ_XrPEfA_H2iFankwb97pHXrWS-qewP4wMmfo_FV-6Z63TaRIeR3OGtPPhCZHM7v8rwiXuzYPDEtb_C24L6ppOryJNMS8ehJ22tIGCwZtFVpuqPg&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.thamlok.com/dsp-visit/1e038114-c179-4ac5-bf2b-4aafbe1a3f4c?oty=tr9z7Rp1WAgMMwRfclP9H3jJL51iCKedzxeNieoZZrAs11Lw9rMkqQqDr5SGFf3FdjRYgDanyYptvpHjFVq-xyaBYZkF__83Zf_jaiiguvPcU6V_OoFyZ0yKw6EhV_idmH0olhjXdYnQYQ1qMmsLTwRTG3WciouIZ-mRs-YIZFMNkdfi4UgQ0MIoZyqlxjSkILxuNMrOSKF1rrZ3B7SvbWOpyE-WSR6aGmAE-BslMPgrvfpj8aH7uM0-wWYMzy1ehFaB_q6e6dbCJMcIVmcenC_y-w9RMn_BCVQx9cpuc_ysaR811Nok2U6Y_YwLxnifHo5a65qp1PB03SWcpm1EJGT_Y98GmsPO_KhzruPtjGjbLwlmNwuO1ngzFb1YjHbONI4x2R7srn1IBhGh5UjyykLhKtroFAORPZ9OTKKOXC0NsGySddt_Uz0sSOjMBwqlIYIg2z6CP8nQavl5yij-_eLZXEXiHpWdRXsIm2n0o3KBYr9JA41yOL8YyRLEH-15ZZRwpgp6RouGkijbC2yQISVd4zNqNh8iLV19J4jIwgVByw3-MqcI1ytKQ5QMgR5t5ZzAmpgQlXCBJaTqFanslA&obOrigUrl=true
https://insurance.expertsinmoney.com/smart-car-insurance-za?utm_campaign=00c2899935b38883b711a995cd28998f21&utm_content=0039fd9bd164c21ed816f9b95a8a4957bd&cid=5eb42f00b78ec&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=$section_id$&campaign=5eb42f00b78ec-B2C-CI-ZA-EiM-conv-M&content=%24%7Bcity%7D%24%3A+Read+This+Before+Buying+Car+Insurance&source=outbrain&network=$section_name$&title=%24%7Bcity%7D%24%3A+Read+This+Before+Buying+Car+Insurance&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.top5dating.co.za/?utm_source=outbr&cmpgid=007db7c98c04b3379101c59ba678be302e&keyword=5+Dating+sites+where+you+will+be+successful+at&kwid=0028d5b038b3ac0452575e973cee673a29&plcmt=$section_id$&adcat=$section_name$&adacc=outb1&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.your-health-today.com/tinnitus_terminator?ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&ac=Bolnuevo&ps=tinnitus-mg-desk-opt-2_1591782857&prod_id=100154&pli=0016ea071af10b48e8f66a830f7fb4ad4c&ci=0070c380861d501de599c16264e1c83af1&si=$section_id$&pi=$publisher_id$&pn=$publisher_name$&cn=charly25mayo-tinnitus911-c-1-c-1-c-3-d-1-d-3-d-2_d_20&sn=$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true
https://preg.marketingvici.com/aserving/4/1/blg/1/ik/WEBCR-1018/index.html?cpl=47216&pxl=1&a=4&adv=1&f=216096&c=1&SerialId=1205997&FormId=2304&p=$section_name$&k=00880353e7e3fe66fc82f3c967d0cbb9cc&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.news24.com/citypress/news/pastors-car-scam-20200718?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.news24.com/truelove/lifestyle/yoni-steaming-yay-or-nay-20200715?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.news24.com/citypress/news/supreme-court-reserves-judgment-on-tobacco-ban-appeal-20200715?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.news24.com/you/food/sweet-and-sticky-mustard-chicken-20200720-2?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.news24.com/news24/SouthAfrica/News/anc-warned-it-will-lose-votes-over-reinstatement-of-officials-implicated-in-vbs-scandal-20200715?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.news24.com/auth/signup?returnUrl=https://www.news24.com/news24/SouthAfrica/News/covid-19-why-did-he-not-eat-for-48-hours-father-wants-answers-after-son-dies-in-hospital-20200702
https://www.news24.com/auth/signin?returnUrl=https://www.news24.com/news24/SouthAfrica/News/covid-19-why-did-he-not-eat-for-48-hours-father-wants-answers-after-son-dies-in-hospital-20200702
https://www.news24.com/news24
https://www.olx.co.za/?invite=%20news24-za_news24-footer&utm_source=news24-za&utm_%20medium=free&utm_content=%20news24_footer&utm_%20campaign=news24-footer
https://www.property24.com/
https://www.careers24.com/
https://superbalist.com/
https://www.autotrader.co.za/

m"muulmmi %A BOMMA'

E133191830

o
2
2
=
=

Start Earning With Stocks With A Small
Investment
Vici Marketing

Waarom Suid Afrikaners Met 2500 Jaag
Om Hier In Te Kom

trafficonlinemarketing

More from

Mogoeng is not fit to hold office if he
doesn't understand that his Christian...

Another teachers' union calls on
government to close schools as...


https://www.thamlok.com/dsp-visit/1e038114-c179-4ac5-bf2b-4aafbe1a3f4c?oty=d280-ArKu6tulx4XKLPkKTZ08BIghMP3aF5mfn2ok_4yqEQIGP7HSgc-dA9TK-tMAucjJ6wiFMu7myGkxdExBaj7okfhIw7G5NYjR2d-vgrYiCLGWaCbgz4ttXdJkua3N73PR2ldhJROx8ZomdSBKiwxn3ckPdCJRs_AXm6EmNNmODNQL8EDq5u13ABfBvQOl5QifGna9M5XPjDLLrhgIyND6osoAdzpFji1vUfInBN7AjvqiRYqgGx8v7xzuJ_ZmDhlADoP3SbCU7njBOj_074LeWMKYgdlnmVBfATAgNGnblygPkV3zPdpknbLWWk4FztfYiIhCTpMfuyPSnfLIhDWcKh_G8h-bkK8Ixqu1mbdYTascFKMuVN7cbMQvP7h_YskONW2OPiRVPDHNQ-LfIY2QEtYzdrnbuOS70lh4OKjd_v0peh_IaXwZ4TlTy-ppPTEbgd8Vxr9pZfWChhXpfYico8wDDZRzpMP4vtmZdn-qSWox6pxeZg_aTn6GMi568ioeuWqFW8pn2rDWW1srta98xzOqfVyPnsZLtN9Ngl7M5StdOfACJwfdr7tUD5HxvHsfMxIuep5Liq8nZhDzg&obOrigUrl=true
https://preg.marketingvici.com/aserving/4/1/blg/1/v/WEBCR-575/index.html?cpl=43448&pxl=1&a=4&adv=1&f=207745&c=1&SerialId=1200149&FormId=2304&p=$section_name$&k=0000a9087dfdcbd0e5bad3b244bdef7205&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.news24.com/news24/SouthAfrica/News/another-teachers-union-calls-on-government-to-close-schools-as-motshekga-cancels-meeting-20200715?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.news24.com/citypress/voices/mogoeng-is-not-fit-to-hold-office-if-he-doesnt-understand-that-his-christian-beliefs-are-not-superior-20200713?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.news24.com/auth/signup?returnUrl=https://www.news24.com/news24/SouthAfrica/News/covid-19-why-did-he-not-eat-for-48-hours-father-wants-answers-after-son-dies-in-hospital-20200702
https://www.news24.com/auth/signin?returnUrl=https://www.news24.com/news24/SouthAfrica/News/covid-19-why-did-he-not-eat-for-48-hours-father-wants-answers-after-son-dies-in-hospital-20200702
https://www.news24.com/news24
https://www.olx.co.za/?invite=%20news24-za_news24-footer&utm_source=news24-za&utm_%20medium=free&utm_content=%20news24_footer&utm_%20campaign=news24-footer
https://www.property24.com/
https://www.careers24.com/
https://superbalist.com/
https://www.autotrader.co.za/

(ST R AVIRVIVEN ER

Apply for Bric

@ Pension-Bridging

The father is also questioning why it took long for his son's Covid-19 test results to be

returned - resulting in him dying without knowing whether he was positive or not. Get all the news you need to be
N i informed from Sheldon Morais,

. News24' istant editor f
Lethole said two days before Shonisani was admitted to Tembisa Hospital on Tuesday, ewsEs assistant editor for

breaking news, in your inbox first
they had to queue in the cold for hours and were sent from pillar to post between several thing in the morning.

health facilities, including Kempton Park Clinic and Edenvale Hospital.

Eventually when they were assisted at Kempton Park Clinic, they were then transferred to
Tembisa Hospital where Shonisani was admitted.

READ | Covid-19: Heartbreak as dad dies 4 days after beloved wife, the morning of her
funeral

But before being admitted, Lethole claims a doctor at the hospital had asked him to rather
take his son home to quarantine, saying, "Take this young man back to go and quarantine
at home".

"And so | started to fight. But now he (Shonisani) started to complain that he can't breathe
[properly], then one lady doctor said the young man doesn't look fine. They [then] admit
Shonisani," said Lethole.

o
MUST READ | Covid-19: 'It'll be overcrowded in hospitals' - Gauteng MEC predicts 300 -a-‘:“.”'f(
H Lott d
000 cases by end of August .X‘ L:t:i T’rli:::;ulrs oan
a
©Orreet

But what followed after the admission was a nightmare for the family when his son called
him late on Tuesday, requesting food be brought to him because he had not been given
any at the hospital.

Because it was already late at night, his father said he would not be able to do so.

On Thursday, 25 June, Shonisani also tweeted Minister of Health Zweli Mkhize, informing LOCKDOWNFOR 115 bays | 8 HRs 38 MINS

him of the treatment at the hospital and the fact that he had not eaten for 48 hours.

Voting Booth

shonisani lethole ,
@Shonilethole What was your take on Cricket South
Africa’s 3TC Solidarity Cup. event over
@DrZweliMkhize mkhize can | respond to your tweets if the the weekend?

problems | have at one of your facilities continues its
becoming unbearable and the don't seem to care. Didn't eat
for 48 hours.

11:31 AM - Jun 25, 2020

O Iloved the innovation and finally
getting to watch some local cricket!

@ O 3 teams in one match? No thanks, I'm
more of traditionalist!

QO 538 O 724 people are Tweeting about this O Didn’t bother to watch!
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